Our Educational Partnership with Starbase

By Heather Estey, 5th grade teacher, Bristol Elementary School

The Starbase experience has been the highlight of most
studentsd6 fifth grade year here
Younger brothers and sisters (a
come to fifth grade so that they too may go to Starbase, launch
rockets, see the F -16s and meet the VTANG pilots. As a veteran
teacher, | too look forward every year to this experience. | love

the teambuilding and goal setting activities, but really appreciate

the science and technology components of the Starbase

curriculum.

Over the man

Ml been taking my classes to ‘

gStarbase, | 6ve noticed a big increase
science content and inquiry skills around the physics of flight, and
technology skills with the CAD programs and flight simulations. Back
at school we expand upon these content and process skills with
further mathematics instruction and practice in data analysis and
graphing. We also do a lot of reading around the history of flight as
well as some physics content, and writing pieces about our personal
goal setting. All these academic skills are directly linked to the VT
Standards and Grade Expectations.

As a teacher | really appreciate the time devoted

to science that the Starbase program allows me.
With the push to improve standardized test scores,
particularly NECAP scores and the majority of our
instructional time devoted to literacy and math
instruction, time spent on science activities is often
reduced or sometimes eliminated (gasp!). Starbase
gives us valuable science time, besides being just
plain fun!

Thanks Strider, Frogger, Coach and Wolfy from
00ttero6 and the very enth
Bristol Elementary School!







