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The  Starbase experience has been the highlight of most 

students’ fifth grade year here at Bristol Elementary School.  

Younger brothers and sisters (and their parents!) can’t wait to 

come to fifth grade so that they too may go to Starbase, launch 

rockets, see the F-16s and meet  the VTANG pilots.  As a veteran 

teacher, I too look forward every year to this experience.  I love 

the teambuilding  and goal setting activities, but really appreciate 

the science and technology components of the Starbase 

curriculum. 
 

Over the many years I’ve 

been taking my classes to 

Starbase, I’ve noticed a big increase in attention devoted to teaching 

science content and inquiry skills around the physics of flight, and 

technology skills with the CAD programs and flight simulations.  Back 

at school we expand upon these content and process skills with 

further mathematics instruction and practice in data analysis and 

graphing.  We also do a lot of reading around the history of flight as 

well as some physics content, and writing pieces about our personal 

goal setting.  All these academic skills are directly linked to the VT 

Standards and Grade Expectations. 

 

As a teacher I really appreciate the time devoted 

to science that the Starbase program allows me.  

With the push to improve standardized test scores, 

particularly NECAP scores and the majority of our 

instructional time devoted to literacy and math 

instruction, time spent on science activities is often 

reduced or sometimes eliminated (gasp!).  Starbase 

gives us valuable science time, besides  being just 

plain fun! 

 

Thanks Strider, Frogger, Coach and Wolfy from 

“Otter” and the very enthusiastic Team Estey from 

Bristol Elementary School! 

Our Educational Partnership with Starbase  
By Heather Estey, 5th grade teacher, Bristol Elementary School 



Bellows Falls Middle School 

Bennington Elementary 

Benson Elementary 

Bridgewater Elementary 

Bristol Elementary 

Cambridge Elementary 

Cavendish Town Elementary 

Christ the King School, Burlington 

Christ the King School, Rutland 

Clarendon Elementary 

CP Smith Elementary, Burlington 

East Montpelier Elementary 

Fairfax Elementary 

Flynn Elementary, Burlington 

HO Wheeler Elementary, Burlington 

Home School Group, Burlington Area 

JFK Elementary, Winooski 

Leicester Elementary 

Lothrop School 

Ludlow Elementary 

Mountain School at Winhall 

Mt. Holly Elementary 

Neshobe School 

North Hero Elementary 

Poultney Elementary 

Renaissance School 

Ripton Elementary 

Rutland Area Christian School 

Rutland Intermediate School 

Salisbury Elementary 

Shaftsbury Elementary 

Sherburne Elementary 

Shoreham Elementary 

St. Albans Town 

St. Frances Xavier 

St. Joseph’s School 

Sudbury Elementary 

Vergennes Elementary 

Wallingford Elementary 

Wells Elementary 

West Rutland Elementary 

Whiting Elementary 

Very Special Thanks to our 

Community Sponsors and Partners   
 

Vermont Air and Army National Guard 

General Dynamics and its employees 

GE Aviation and its employees 

IBM and its employees 

Goldberg Berbeco Foundation 

Chittenden Bank 

FairPoint Communications 

Rutland Southern VT Regional Airport 

Civil Air Patrol 

Sara Holub of Fothergill Segale and Valley, CPAs 

VTShares (state employees) 

Combined Federal Campaign (federal employees) 

Mansfield Heliflight 

Green Mountain Power 

PawPrint & Mail 

SoVerNet 

Rutland Area Christian School 

VT-NEA 

Our Partner Schools for the 2009-2010 School Year: 



Starbase Vermont Staff 

Doug  Gilman (COACH), State Director               
                

       

Kim Small (WOLFY), Office Manager 

Chris Dermody (FROGGER), Unit Chief, So. Burlington 

Bob Snarski (CHIEF), Unit Chief, Rutland               

Dan Myers (STRIDER), Training Coordinator, So. Burlington 

Barbara Pennington (JADE), Training Coordinator, Rutland               

Becky Dansereau (WILDFLOWER), Instructor, Rutland 

Paige Montgomery (EAGLE), Instructor, So. Burlington           

Non- Profit Board of Directors 

Mary Ann Ledwith, IBM Corp., Board President
 

Jeff Rector, VTANG, Board Treasurer 

Donna Austin- Hawley, VSAC 

Joel Clark, VTANG 
David Coen, VT Public Service Board

 

Peter Fagan, Rutland School Board 

Mike Morgan, VTANG 
Don Rendall, Green Mountain Power

 

Bill Sacco, GE Aviation 
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Have a wonderful 

holiday season! 

Launch your 

dreams! 



100 NCO Drive Building 90 

South Burlington, VT 05403 

802-660-5201 

 

Starbase Vermont 

15 West Street 

Rutland, VT 05701 

802-786-3820 

www.starbasevt.org 

www.starbasedod.com 

We need your help.  100% of your 

donation will have a direct 

educational benefit on the 

students!  Thank you!  

òStarbase brought out a 

sparkle in her that went 

above and beyond what I see 

day to day.  Her excitement 

level was fantastic.ó  

Burlington parent 

òIõm going to remember 

the math and science 

you taught us because 

you made it a fun 

experience.ó 

Berkshire 5th grade 

student 


